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It was at a dinner party several years ago.

One of the guests was talking about the

110,000 guilder (around €50,000) antique

sideboard she’d purchased. She had just

sent it off to Poland to have it refinished,

‘because you can get great work done

there for half the price!’ I don’t remem-

ber who this woman was. I do remember

being stunned that someone would

spend that kind of money on one piece of

dining room furniture. I also remember

wondering to myself, ‘Why does a 110,000

guilder sideboard need refinishing?’ Did

somebody forget to use a coaster?

It’s been a few years, and I have a few

more dinner parties under my belt.

Nowadays I’m probably more taken aback

that someone would mention the price of

her sideboard than what that price might

be. However, I am still fascinated by a

world where you can buy a desk that was

once owned by Princess Marianna of

Orange-Nassau or jugs that date from the

third millennium BC.

And that is the world of TEFAF. 

TEFAF is The European Fine Art Fair, held

annually in Maastricht, near the Belgian

border. This year, over 200 art and

antiques dealers from 15 countries will

exhibit in an area the size of four football

pitches. They will showcase between

15,000 and 25,000 objects with a total

value to €840 million – a billion US dol-

lars! 

And everything at TEFAF is for sale. 

There are those who already know about

TEFAF and reserve their hotel rooms in

Maastricht a year in advance. But those in

the know are not the people who need to

read this article. This article is for those

readers who never envisioned TEFAF as

an interesting day’s adventure. 

The world at TEFAF

TEFAF is a hybrid of several fine art and

antiques fairs that sprouted in the 1970s.

It is expected to draw 75,000 visitors to

the Maastricht Exhibition and Congress

Centre (MECC) from March 10 to 19 and is

the top fair of its kind in Europe. This

year, dealers will come from Argentina,

Austria, Belgium, Canada, France,

by nanci tangeman  

TEFAF
welcomes you 

The world of 

(Really. It does!)

What do you do when someone sets a drink down on

your €50,000 sideboard without a coaster? Nanci

Tangeman explores this and other cultural questions

about the world of TEFAF, The European Fine Art Fair. 
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Germany, Hong Kong, Italy, Monaco, the

Netherlands, Portugal, Spain,

Switzerland, the United Kingdom and the

United States. In sheer numbers, it’s

huge. In quality, it’s untouched. 

You could say a stroll through TEFAF is

like walking through a world-class muse-

um – with price tags. The calibre of

objects on sale is not merely the cliché of

‘museum grade’, often items sold are,

indeed, headed towards a museum. When

you visit TEFAF, major art deals are being

made right under your nose.

Last year, for example, the Vereniging van

Vrienden der Aziatische Kunst (The

Society of Friends of Asian Art) in the

Netherlands fought off a number of other

buyers – including a major museum and

an important collector – to acquire a

wooden figure of an enlightened spirit or

Lohan from China’s Ming Dynasty (AD

1368-1644). The piece is now in the collec-

tion of the Rijksmuseum on permanent

loan. 

Speaking of museums, even if you don’t

realize it, you’re surrounded by represen-

tatives from the world’s top museums at

TEFAF. In years past, the fair has even

published a sort of museum-spotter’s list

of guests at the fair. In addition to the

locals you’d expect at a Dutch event of

this standard (Amsterdam’s Rijks-

museum, Haarlem’s Frans Hals Museum,

Rotterdam’s Boijmans van Beuningen,

etc.), there are usually people from the

Louvre, New York’s Metropolitan

Museum, London’s Wallace Collection,

the Prado, to name only a few. And they

aren’t just browsing (evidence a unique

exhibition at the 2005 fair of 35 master-

pieces from the Detroit Institute of Arts 

– five of which were originally bought at

TEFAF).

This year, a Gateway screen by American

artist Helen Frankenthaler will be on

offer. One of a series of twelve bronze

folding screens, others in the series are

exhibited in The National Gallery in

Washington, D.C. and the National

Gallery of Australia in Canberra. And any-

one who has seen the four Nature of

Abundance panels by Belgian symbolist

Léon Fréderic at the Philadelphia

Museum of Art will be pleased to know

that the fifth and final panel will be

offered this year at TEFAF. 

The road to TEFAF
As any newcomer to TEFAF is quick to

realize, this is not the Antiques Road

Show. The treasures, by far, outnumber

the junk. But there are some stories that

rival the attic discoveries of the BBC

favourite. 

A few years ago at TEFAF, an American

collector bought the drawing of a

Mourning Woman by Michelangelo

Buonarroti (1475-1564). The drawing had

only been discovered the year before,

found pasted into a dusty album in the

library at Castle Howard in Yorkshire.

Turns out, the drawing was one of the

earliest by Michelangelo. The other four

known examples of his early figure stud-

ies were already in major museums. Only

a year after being found, this ‘new’ draw-

ing was sold at TEFAF. If that doesn’t

illustrate the importance of the fair,

nothing does. Except maybe the price tag:

The dealer asked ?13 million for the draw-

ing.

But TEFAF is not just about price tags.

‘Think of TEFAF as a museum where you

can see some of the finest things in the

world,’ says Estill Curtis Pennington, an

American fine art consultant who works

with an international array of clients.

‘Don't think of it as a commercial experi-

ence. Celebrate excellence and the chance

to look – and look without dollar signs in

your eyes.’ 

‘If you must think of price,’ he contin-

ues, ‘think of why these objects are

expensive. What drives the market?

Rarity? Demand? Excellence?’

Excellence is virtually guaranteed at

TEFAF. The week before the show, every

object is vetted by 24 specialist commit-

tees. A team of 140 international experts

assess each item in terms of quality,

authenticity and provenance. If the

object doesn’t meet TEFAF standards, it is

removed from the fair and locked away

until after the exhibition closes. TEFAF

even vets the modern and contemporary

artworks. 

In addition, TEFAF checks the Art Loss

Register to ensure that no stolen objects

are offered at the fair. Last year, before

the opening of TEFAF, the Art Loss

Register successfully identified Jan

Linsen’s Landscape with Ruins and Goats,

an oil painting missing since 1946 from

the Prussian Palaces and Gardens

Foundation, Berlin-Brandenburg. Decisive

evidence that the painting was identical

to the one missing was found on the back

of the panel, where numbers written in

chalk corresponded with stock numbers

of the Schloss Charlottenburg inventory

of 1869. When you explore TEFAF think

intrigue. Think mystery. Think The

Thomas Crown Affair. 

This year, TEFAF welcomes more dealers

than ever with over 25 new participants.

There will be a Rembrandt on hand

(Portrait of a Bearded Man in a Red

Doublet, 1633) as well as a 1968 sculpture

of an ashtray with seven butts by Claes

Oldenburg. There will a well-preserved

13th-century reliquary that originally

held relics from St Clare, and there will

be a 1913 winter scene of the Gare

Montparnasse in the snow by Albert

Marquet. And with each of these objects

comes a story. Which brings us to the best

bargain at TEFAF. The stories are free. < 

TEFAF - The European Fine Art Fair
www.tefaf.com

Dates & Opening Hours 
March 10 to 19 
Daily 11a.m.-7p.m. 
Sunday 19 March 11a.m.-6p.m.

Venue
MECC (Maastricht Exhibition & Congress
Centre) 
Forum 100, Maastricht 
043-383 83 83 

Tickets
€40 per person (includes one catalogue)
€60 per 2 persons (includes one catalogue)
€70 season ticket (includes one catalogue)
€10 children 12-18 years
€20 catalogue only
Tickets can be ordered in advance at
www.tefaf.com
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The fundamentals
Maastricht is one of the oldest cities in the
Netherlands. Some would argue that TEFAF
draws one of the oldest (and stuffiest) crowds in
the Netherlands. Anyone who has visited TEFAF
with the right attitude knows this isn’t true.

Even if you’re not in the market for the €9.7
million Francis Bacon for sale this year, you can
still enjoy one of the most extensive collec-
tions of art and antiques in the world. Here are
some tips for getting the most out of TEFAF,
while still having fun. 

On the evening before TEFAF opens to the pub-
lic, there is a private viewing. This is a great way
to beat the crowds but, alas, entrance is by invita-
tion of dealers and sponsors only. If you have a
relationship with either, you may be lucky enough
to snag credentials to this event and beat the
crowds. In addition, banks and other businesses
often sponsor events during the show. Bottom
line: if you receive a special invitation, use it! 

However, if you are one of the 75,000 ticket-
buying guests expected to attend TEFAF over its
regularly scheduled ten days without a special
invitation, here are some guidelines to keep in
mind. 

First tip: The ticket price (€40) includes one
catalogue. If you come with a partner, buy the
special two-person/one catalogue ticket
(€60). No need to lug an extra two kilos of
catalogue around, no matter how delicious
they are to drool over later.

And come early, but not too early, says Denise
Hermanns of the European Fine Art Foundation.
‘During the fair, people can buy their tickets from
10.30a.m., half an hour before the fair opens.
There is always a little queue at the fair around
11.00a.m., but if you wait a few minutes, you
can normally pass through easily.’ Tickets can be
ordered online at www.tefaf.com as well. 

Hermanns also cautions visitors to plan
enough time to see the exhibition. ‘Reserve at
least one full day to visit the fair. Two days is
even better, especially if you want to visit
Maastricht, as well. There is quite a lot to see
at TEFAF so a few hours isn’t enough!’ 

‘I also recommend booking a hotel far in
advance as many people from abroad visit the
fair and need a hotel room,’ says Hermanns.

‘Our website provides information and links to
preferred hotels in Maastricht and surrounding
areas.’ Don’t worry. If you didn’t plan far
enough in advance for a hotel room, the fair is
an easy day trip from anywhere in the
Randstad. 

The fun
So once you’ve secured your tickets, set aside
a day or two, and possibly found a coveted
hotel room, what’s next? We’ve put together
some different approaches to tackling the fair,
certain to suit any personality: 

The Smörgåsbord approach. Study the
exhibitors beforehand at www.tefaf.com.
Choose one interesting exhibitor from each of
the 17 categories: a purveyor of rare travel
books; clocks and barometers; jewellery; car-
pets and textiles; paintings, drawings and prints;
20th-century decorative art; classical antiquities;
medieval sculpture… Visit all 17. 

The New-Age approach. Walk into the pavilion
and let the energy of the art draw you to it. Or
just put on your raccoon eyes and search for
shiny objects. Remember to eat and drink reg-
ularly and rest your tired feet. Champagne and
coffee bars, plus pubs and cafes, are located
throughout the massive hall. 

The Museum-with-a-Price-Tag approach. Have
you visited any museums in the past few
months? What caught your eye? It could be very
unexpected – an etching at Amsterdam’s
Rembrandthuis or Andy Warhol’s Brillo Boxes at
Museum Ludwig in Cologne or one of the
many sculptures in the Lange Voorhout sculp-
ture garden last summer in The Hague.
Chances are, there will be something similar for
sale at TEFAF. Seek out the dealers and dream.

The Algorithmic approach. Before you enter,
decide a random pattern of browsing and stick
to it: visit every fifth booth or always travel
clockwise or stop only at booths whose num-
bers are prime or sample one exhibitor for
each letter of the alphabet... 

The Good-Wife approach. Take your husband for
a stroll by the Bulgari exhibit to see the ‘necklace
in white gold with colourless and fancy yellow
pear-shaped diamonds (21.52 cts), colourless
and fancy yellow round brilliant-cut diamonds
(6.36 cts) and pavé diamonds (5.10 cts)’
described in the catalogue, then say something

like, ‘I love my little cubic zircon solitaire just as
much.’ Next, let him look at the Renaissance
astronomical table clock, or the two-colour gold-
mounted enamel clock by Carl Faberge, or even
the Art Deco clock with a movement by Vacheron
et Constantin. Men love that kind of stuff.

The Evil-Future-Wife approach. Just dating?
Mess with your beau’s mind and peruse the
‘selection of beautiful and rare fancy yellow
and white diamond engagement rings of the
highest quality’ at Graff’s display. Ooh and ahh
appropriately. 

The Ikea-on-Steroids approach. Still a little daunt-
ed by the prospect of perusing aisle after aisle of
furniture and art? Think of it as the rich man’s
Ikea. If you’re an Arts and Crafts aficionado, check
out the Lethaby Kenton & Company armchair. Or
for something more modern, a French Sandoz
couch from 1962. No assembly required.

The Armchair-Traveller approach. Can’t quite
swing that Egyptian holiday this year? Buy your
souvenirs right here at home – or at least
admire them. How about a 14th-century
Egyptian mask or a statue of an Egyptian engi-
neer from around 2300 BC? 

No matter what your approach, take the advice
of fine art consultant Pennington: ‘Be imagina-
tive. Life is supposed to be fun, clever, and
spontaneous. And remember, a day out with
the grand is a chance to be grand without
spending a lot of money.’

Special offer with a €30,- subscriber discount: 

Visit the TEFAF with
Roundabout!
Roundabout organises for its readers a very
attractive trip to the TEFAF! Would you like 
to spend a wonderful day in Maastricht? 
Join Roundabout, and go to this Mecca of
shopping and culture.

Date: 14 March 2006

Includes: 
• Bus trip from The Hague (departure 

09.00 am) to Maastricht. (Expected back 
in The Hague around 09.00 or 10.00 pm)

• Admission ticket with catalogue. 
• A quick hot lunch 
• A lecture on the highlights of the fair by

one of the TEFAF-team.

Costs: Roundabout subscribers €110,-; 
Non-subscribers €140,-.

Book now and take advantage of your 
Roundabout-subscriber discount:
Phone: 06-301 26 487 or mail to: info@roundabout.nl

Fun and Fundamentals
How to get the most out of TEFAF – and still have a good time

Headoffice: 
Joseph Corneli Allée 1

NL - 6301 KK  Valkenburg a.d. Geul
telephone +31 (0)43 608 88 90

telefax +31 (0)43 608 88 91
headoffice@coostwegel.chateauhotels.nl

www.tefaf-hospitality.nl

Kasteel Erenstein
Château Neercanne

WinselerHof
Château St. Gerlach  

Kruisherenhotel Maastricht

|  Kerkrade
|  Maastricht
|  Landgraaf
|  Valkenburg a.d. Geul 
|  Maastricht

EXPERIENCE

THE ART OF

HOSPITALITY MBA
• Study with a Business School that’s as 

mobile as you are

• Build on your professional experience and 
apply learning immediately

• Benefit from local seminars and individual 
guidance from your tutor

• Study anywhere in Europe with a triple 
accredited international business school 
(AACSB, EQUIS and AMBA)

Robert Ensor, tel: 020 412 1962    robert.ensor@oubs.nl    www.oubs.nl

Dutch for Foreigners
elementary, intermediate and advanced levels
listening, speaking, reading and writing
6 weeks, 4 days per week, 3 hours per day
20 March – 28 April 2006

785 excluding course material
registration before 3 March 2006

Academic English/IELTS
10 Tuesdays, 3 hours per day
14 March – 23 May 2006

395 excluding course material
registration before 24 February 2006

We also organise evening courses for Dutch and other
languages and custom-made language courses for
individuals and groups.

For more information:
Inter Consultancy Bureau
Rapenburg 63, 2311 GJ Leiden
Tel.: (071) 527 22 25, fax: (071) 527 54 99
info@icb-leiden.nl, www.icb-leiden.nl

The Professionals’ Employment Agency

Octagon excels in finding jobs for professionals
seeking short-term and long-term employment

in the international community.

If you need a helping hand the answer is at 
your fingertips!

www.octagon.nl
recruitment@octagon.nl

Tel: 070 324 9300


